
Online Data Table 12 
County-level characteristics 
 
 
Description 
 
This table reports numerous county characteristics, compiled from various sources. These 
characteristics are described in eTable 9.  
 
Note 
 
Two variables constructed by the Census Bureau that measure local government expenditures 
contained in this data set are set to zero for all counties in New York City other than New York 
County (Manhattan). This is due to the unique fact that New York City spans multiple counties, 
and that New York City governmental spending originates in a single county. The two affected 
variables are subcty_exp_pc and taxrate.  
 
Codebook 
 

Raw Variable Name     Variable Description 

    cty 
  

County FIPS Code 
county_name 

  
County Name 

cty_pop2000 
  

County Population in 2000 
cz 

  
Commuting Zone ID 

cz_name 
  

Commuting Zone Name 
cz_pop2000 

  
Commuting Zone Population in 2000 

statename 
  

State Name 
state_id 

  
State FIPS 

stateabbrv 
  

State Abbreviation 

    csa 
  

Combined Statistical Area 
csa_name 

  
Combined Statistical Area Name 

cbsa 
  

Core-Based Statistical Area 
cbsa_name 

  
Core Based Statistical Area Name 

intersects_msa 
  

Urban Area 
cur_smoke_q1 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Current Smokers in Q1 

cur_smoke_q2 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Current Smokers in Q2 
cur_smoke_q3 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Current Smokers in Q3 

cur_smoke_q4 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Current Smokers in Q4 
bmi_obese_q1 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Obese in Q1 

bmi_obese_q2 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Obese in Q2 
bmi_obese_q3 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Obese in Q3 

bmi_obese_q4 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Obese in Q4 



exercise_any_q1 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Exercised in Past 30 Days in Q1 
exercise_any_q2 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Exercised in Past 30 Days in Q2 

exercise_any_q3 
  

BRFSS: Fraction Exercised in Past 30 Days in Q3 
exercise_any_q4 

  
BRFSS: Fraction Exercised in Past 30 Days in Q4 

puninsured2010 
  

Percent Uninsured 
reimb_penroll_adj10 

  
Medicare $ Per Enrollee 

mort_30day_hosp_z 
  

30-day Hospital Mortality Rate Index 
adjmortmeas_amiall30day 

 
30-day Mortality for Heart Attacks 

adjmortmeas_chfall30day 
 

30-day Mortality for Heart Failure 
adjmortmeas_pnall30day 

 
30-day Mortality for Pneumonia 

med_prev_qual_z 

  

Mean of Z-Scores for Dartmouth Atlas Ambulatory Care 
Measures 

primcarevis_10 

  

Percent of Medicare Enrollees with at Least One Primary Care 
Visit 

diab_hemotest_10 
  

Percent Diabetic with Annual Hemoglobin Test 
diab_eyeexam_10 

  
Percent Diabetic with Annual Eye Test 

diab_lipids_10 
  

Percent Diabetic with Annual Lipids Test 
mammogram_10 

  
Percent Female Aged 67-69 with Mammogram 

amb_disch_per1000_10 

  

Discharges for Ambulatory Care Sensitive Conditions Among 
Medicare Enrollees 

cs00_seg_inc 
  

Income Segregation 
cs00_seg_inc_pov25 

  
Segregation of Poverty (< p25) 

cs00_seg_inc_aff75 
  

Segregation of Affluence (>p75) 
cs_race_theil_2000 

  
Racial Segregation 

gini99 
  

Gini Index Within Bottom 99% 
poor_share 

  
Poverty Rate 

inc_share_1perc 
  

Top 1% Income Share 
frac_middleclass 

  
Fraction Middle Class (p25-p75) 

scap_ski90pcm 
  

Social Capital Index 
rel_tot 

  
Percent Religious 

cs_frac_black 
  

Percent Black 
cs_frac_hisp 

  
Percent Hispanic 

unemp_rate 
  

Unemployment Rate in 2000 
pop_d_2000_1980 

  
Percent Change in Population 1980-2000 

lf_d_2000_1980 
  

Percent Change in Labor Force 1980-2000 
cs_labforce 

  
Labor Force Participation 

cs_elf_ind_man 
  

Share Working in Manufacturing 
cs_born_foreign 

  
Percent Foreign Born 

mig_inflow 
  

Migration Inflow Rate 
mig_outflow 

  
Migration Outflow Rate 

pop_density 
  

Population Density 
frac_traveltime_lt15 

  
Fraction with Commute < 15 Min 

hhinc00 
  

Mean Household Income 
median_house_value 

  
Median House Value 



ccd_exp_tot 
  

School Expenditure per Student 
ccd_pup_tch_ratio 

  
Student-Teacher Ratio 

score_r 
  

Test Score Percentile (Income Adjusted) 
dropout_r 

  
High School Dropout Rate (Income Adjusted) 

cs_educ_ba 
  

Percent College Grads 
tuition 

  
College Tuition 

gradrate_r 
  

Percent College Grads 
e_rank_b 

  
Absolute Mobility (Expected Rank at p25) 

cs_fam_wkidsinglemom 
  

Fraction of Children with Single Mother 
crime_total 

  
Total Crime Rate 

subcty_exp_pc 
  

Local Government Expenditures 
taxrate 

  
Local Tax Rate 

tax_st_diff_top20 
  

Tax Progressivity 
 


